
United States History to the Civil War 
Final Exam Study Guide 

Fall 2015 
Wednesday, December 16, 7:30am 

Instructions: What follows are detailed instructions and possible material that will show up on 
your test. Nothing will show up on the test that is not listed below. You are required to provide 
your own blue book in which you will write your answers. I, along with the TAs, will be 
standing by the doors of the auditorium to hand you the exams. The exam is finished promptly at 
9:30am, at which time you are required to turn in your exams. We will be doing sporadic spot-
checks of blue books to make sure students have not included notes prior to the exam. As 
discussed below, you will be answering five ID’s (~15 minutes), two primary quotations (~8 
minutes), one monograph quotation (~5 minutes), and one essay question (~20 minutes). You 
will have plenty of time, so you do not have to rush. 

As you will see, the exam mostly hinges on information gleaned from class lectures. If you 
attended class, took notes, and reviewed those notes prior to the exam, you will do well.  

Required Materials: a blue book and a pen/pencil 

Terms/People/Events ID’s 

On the exam, students will be provided with eight possible items from the following list, of which 
they will choose five to “ID” (identify) and explain. In three to four sentences, students will 
identify the term/person/event, explain its significance, and connect it to broader issues in class. 
(35 points) 

• Federalists 
• The National Bank 
• Democratic-Republican Societies 
• Coverture 
• Republican Motherhood 
• Impressment 
• Louisiana Purchase 
• Market Revolution 
• Hartford Convention 
• Colonization 
• Cotton 
• Silent Sabotage 
• Individualism 
• Second Great Awakening 
• Monroe Doctrine 
• Slave Religion 

• Andrew Jackson 
• Panic of 1837 
• John C. Calhoun 
• Nullification Crisis 
• Indian Removal Act 
• Whigs 
• Utopian Communities 
• Seneca Falls 
• Manifest Destiny 
• Mexican-American War 
• Free Soil Party 
• The Compromise of 1850 
• Kansas-Nebraska Act 
• Dred Scott 
• Radical Republicans 
• Emancipation Proclamation  



Quotations from Voices of Freedom 

The exam will feature five of the following quotes from the Voices of Freedom textbook, of which 
the students will be expected to answer two. In three to four sentences, students are expected to 
identify where the quote comes from, why it is significant to early American history, and what it 
tells us about the broader themes discussed in class. Students are not expected to produce exact 
names and authors, but only to demonstrate enough background information to show awareness 
of the document’s origins. (20 points) 

• “Are we deficient in reason? We can only reason from what we know, and if an opportunity 
of acquiring knowledge hath been denied us, the inferiority of our sex cannot fairly be 
deduced from thence.” 

• “Why not retain and incorporate the blacks into the state, and thus save the expense of 
supplying, by importation of white settlers, the vacancies they will leave? Deep rooted 
prejudices entertained by the whites; ten thousand recollections, by the blacks, of the injuries 
they have sustained; new provocations; the real distinctions which nature has made; and 
many other circumstances, will divide us into parties, and produce convulsions which will 
probably never end but in the extermination of one or the other race.” 

• “We find, then, that both the Old and New Testaments speak of slavery—that they do not 
condemn the relation, but, on the contrary, expressly allow or create it.” 

• “The Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn.” 
• “While dwelling with pleasing satisfaction upon the superior excellence of our political 

institutions, let us not be unmindful that liberty is power; that the nation blessed with the 
largest portion of liberty must in proportion to its numbers be the most powerful nation upon 
the earth, and that the tenure of power by man is, in the moral purposes of his Creator, upon 
condition that it shall be exercised to ends of beneficence, to improve the condition of 
himself and his fellowman.” 

• “We wish to remain on the land of our fathers. We have a perfect and original right to claim 
this, without interruption or molestation. The treaties with us, and laws of the United States 
made in pursuance of treaties, guaranty our residence, and our privileges, and secure us 
against intruders. our only request is, that these treaties may be fulfilled, and these laws 
executed.” 

• “The causes which have impeded the progress and prosperity of the South, which have 
dwindled our commerce, and other similar pursuits, into the most contemptible 
insignificance…may all be traced to one common source: Slavery!” 

• “In Illinois we have exercised that sovereign right by prohibiting slavery within our own 
limits…We have gone as far as we have a right to go under the Constitution of our common 
country. It is none of our business whether slavery exists in Missouri or not. Missouri is a 
sovereign state of this Union, and has the same right to decide the slavery question for 
herself that Illinois has to decide it for herself.” 



Quotations from Monographs 

The following three quotations come from the two monographs read during the second half of the 
semester: Kingdom of Matthias, and Apostles of Disunion. One of these quotations will show up 
on the exam. Students are expected to identify which book the quotation comes from, how it 
relates to the book’s larger argument, and how the book relates to critical themes discussed in 
class. Answers should be around four to five sentences. (10 points) 

• “But many (perhaps most) of the plebeian Christians detested above all the Finneyites’ 
tinkering with the traditional father-centered family and the customary, scripturally approved 
roles of men and women. These anti-Finneyites remained grimly committed to the Old 
Testament patriarchy of their fathers—a hallowed family form that had dominated rural 
America when they were children, and that both market society and the Finneyite revivals 
deemed determined to destroy.” 

• “Like thousands of other American men, [Robert Matthews] had experienced the market 
revolution not as a liberating triumph but as a fitful, agonizing descent into wage labor. never 
again would he regain his economic independence.” 

• “In 1860 and 1861 Preston, Curry, and the other commissioners had seen a horrific future 
facing their region within the confines of Abraham Lincoln’s Union…They were talking 
about the dawning of an abominable new world in the South, a world created by the 
Republican destruction of the institution of slavery.” 

Essay Questions 

The following questions cover issues that have played a central role in class, especially class 
lectures. If you attended lectures, and took notes when I told you to, then you should have plenty 
of information with which to address these prompts. Two of the following questions will show up 
on the exam, of which you are expected to choose one to answer. Your response should be around 
five paragraphs, which each paragraph around four to five sentences. You should have a thesis 
that demonstrates your knowledge of the central theme and evidence to back up your assertion. 
Information taken from the textbook will certainly help, but I will be especially interested to find 
material I emphasized in class. (35 points) 

• Some have said that the difference between the various political parties in early America 
(Federalist, Democrat, Whig, Free Soil, Republican) was a divergence in how one 
understands humanity. How might this be the case? 

• How did westward expansion, from the 1790s through the 1850s, change American politics? 
• What were the major political debates and compromises concerning slavery from the nation’s 

founding through 1860, and how did they lead to the Civil War? 
• In what ways does Andrew Jackson embody the paradoxes and tensions of the 1820s and 

1830s?


